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Jim Gast, Kris Thiele, Angela Trlak, Dorothy Davis,
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Hershey, Jennelle Meredith, Lois Kochensparger, Steve
Kendall, Wayne Randall, Gloria Wall.
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NEWS AND NOTES

Tape Ministry

If you are unable to attend the worship service because of health problems (or if you know of someone who
1s), we would be happy to drop off a tape of the service or a copy of the sermon (if you don’t have a tape
player). Both come with the bulletin. Call Joan and Dave Kendall at 356-5096.

First Sunday Brunch at Concordia Theological Seminary

For unto us a Child is born! Celebrate the birth of our Savior with family and friends. Enjoy special music
shared by the Concordia High School Instrumental Ensemble on Sunday, December 4t from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Address Changes

Please be sure to fill out the “Mailing
List Form” provided in this newsletter
and return it to the church office, or
leave it in the box provided in the back
of the church. It is very important that
every household fill out the form so we
can have a list of email addresses, cell
phone numbers, birthdays and
anniversaries, etc. for our records.
Thank you.

Jingle Bell Jailhouse Lock-In for Muscular Dystrophy

Pastor Lofgren will be locked up on Tuesday, December 6t from 11:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon and could use your help for bail money. Pastor is trying to earn
$2400 toward Muscular Dystrophy and is sponsoring a little boy by the name
of Blake Thomas Van Houten. Blake has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.
Duchenne is one of nine types of muscular dystrophy, a group of genetic,
degenerative diseases primarily affecting voluntary muscles. Duchenne
weakens the muscles and can have the child in a wheelchair by the age of
twelve. Blake is as active as he can be and he loves to play with his friends.
He is social, loves to talk, and he tries as hard as he can to be “normal”. You
can help Pastor Lofgren by placing your donations in the red box provided on
the table in the back of the church. Your help is Blake’s hope.

Congregational Christmas Party

Sunday, December 11t in the gym beginning at 12:15 pm will be the Congregational Christmas Party. It
is a true style potluck so please bring a dish to share. Silverware and drinks will be provided. Please
phone or email the church office if you are planning on attending so the ladies planning can have a count
for drinks. The congregation will be singing Christmas carol together this year as their party
entertainment. .

Cookies Needed! Families and individuals, who plan on attending the Christmas Program, please bring
a plate of cookies or another easy to serve dessert item to share for the reception following the program.
Cookies can be dropped off during Sunday school on December 18th or before the program that night.



Huff Dinner Help Needed!

The Huff dinner will take place at camp Lutherhaven in Albion on Friday, December 16t beginning at
5:30 pm. We need 4-6 volunteers to help prepare food and serve at the site. Please let us know ahead of
time if you can volunteer to help by calling the church office at 356-6528 or Lisa Urschel at 260-786-1342.
Items will also be accepted for donation ahead of time or the day of that include: packages of dry spaghetti
noodles, hamburger meat, frozen or canned vegetables, jars of spaghetti sauce, hot dog buns, muffins and
cookies. Perishable items will be frozen until the dinner. The profit from the Huff dinner will support the
Genesis Project.

Advent dinners!

Save the dates for these advent dinners that begin at 6 pm each Wednesday of advent in the basement.
The advent service begins at 7 pm. Below is what’s on the menu. There is no charge for the meal but
we’ll have a basket out for free will donations that will go towards the Genesis Project fundraiser. Sides
are always welcome if you want to bring your own dish to share at one or more of the meals.

12/7 — Pizza sandwiches (like Sloppy Joes with cheese), veggies, chips, dessert, drinks and coffee

12/14 — Chicken lasagna, peaches, veggies, dessert, drinks and coffee

12/21 — Pulled pork sandwiches, apple slices with caramel, pickles, chips, dessert, drink and coffee

Children’s Christmas Program Practices

Listed below are the practice dates for the children’s Christmas program. Please make sure you plan for
your child to attend rehearsal times. Let the Board of Parish Life and Education know if your child
cannot attend certain days so they can plan accordingly.

Saturday, December 10th — 9:00 am — 10:30 am Sunday, December 11th — 9:45 — 10:45 am

Saturday, December 17th — 9:00 — 10:30 am Sunday, December 18th — 9:45 — 10:45 am

The program will be Sunday, December 18th at 7 pm.

Basketball League

We will be playing basketball in the gym on Thursdays. Please come and cheer on our team. A basketball
tournament will be held in the gym Saturday, December 17t beginning at 9:00 AM. The congregation is
invited to come and cheer the St Peters team on. There is no charge. Games are expected to last until
2:30 PM. A concession stand will be open for lunch. Volunteers are also needed to help run it. Talk to
Justin or Shay Miller if you can provide that help.

Love, INC. Christmas Shopping

Junior High and High School students are invited to go shopping for our Love, INC.
adopted family. We will go shopping Monday, December 19t. We will meet at the school
building at 5:30 pm and then drive to Wal-Mart to do our shopping. We will return to
the church to wrap the gifts and eat pizza while watching a movie. We plan on finishing
around 8 pm. Please let Shay Miller know if you are able to come so we can plan how
much pizza to have by calling or texting her at 402-540-8561 or email
Shayd.Miller@gmail.com.

Parent’s night out!

Tuesday, December 20t from 5-8 pm Norman Kochensparger is offering a parents night out for parents to
go Christmas shopping or just have a date night. The children will have a pizza dinner, devotion, craft,
movie and play time. Please call Norman if you are interested so he can plan the night accordingly. He
can reached at his home 359-3136. If there is great interest in this event Norman would like to ask for
any volunteers who would be free that evening to join him coordinating the event. Thank you.
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Wrapping Paper Needed!
The youth went through their supply of Christmas wrapping paper last year and need new rolls to wrap
the gifts they will purchase for the Love, INC family. If you have any rolls that you can donate, please
bring them to church by Sunday, December 18, They do not have to be new rolls as partial rolls are
accepted. Last year they wrapped approximately 30 items. Thank you for your donations. Contact Shay
Miller with any questions.

Care Basket items needed!

The Board of Parish Life and Education is collecting items to create care baskets to give to the shut-ins as
a Christmas gift. They collect these items year round but are running low on supplies. Items can include
but aren’t limited to: small personal care items such as travel bottles of shampoo and conditioner, soap,
body wash, lotion, candles, air fresheners, Kleenex, book marks, candy, small devotion books, pens, note
pads and other small items. They also accept baskets to put the items in. Please bring your items to
church with a note that says “care baskets” or bring to the church office.

Scrip

Please consider ordering gift cards from our Scrip Program for your Christmas giving this year. Take a
handout from the table in the church entrance to see available stores. Your support of this program
enables us to donate to our church's needs. Future contributions will go to the Elders Fund for the needy.
Prepaid orders are most appreciated. You can order on Saturdays from Ron and Marcia Brown or on
Sundays from Barba Eickhoff or contact Barba at home 356-4138.

Schedule of “Special” Events

Jingle Bell Jailhouse Lock-In
Tuesday, December 6 11:00 a.m. —
12:00 noon (Huntington University)

Advent Service IV
Wednesday, December 21  7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service

Advent Service 11 Saturday, December 24 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Service

Congregation Christmas Party
Sunday, December 11 12:00 Noon

Advent Service II1

Wednesday, November 14 7:00 p.m.

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 18 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25 8:30 a.m. & 11:00
a.m.

New Year’s Eve Service
Saturday, December 31 5:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day Service
Sunday, January 1 8:30 a.m. & 11:00
a.m.



“Busy-ness as Usual?”

By the time you receive this newsletter for December, some of the items mentioned herein already will
have taken place. This is partially due to scheduling issues, but it’s mainly because of the busy holiday season.
During this time of year, activity levels at home, school, work, and church all increase in anticipation of
celebrating Christmas. Even Pastor has run out of time to write his usual newsletter article!

The Bible tells us that when Jesus’ popularity increased and “great crowds gathered to hear him and to
be healed of their infirmities . . . he would withdraw to desolate places and pray” (Lk 5:15-16). Jesus was a real
human being and was affected by changes is schedules and activity levels. He understands the unique
challenges you are facing, and He comes to give you peace. So when you need to “rest a while” from the
“busy-ness” of the season, you are invited to come to Jesus and worship him at St. Peter Lutheran Church, for
through His Word and Sacraments, God promises to grant you His peace and rest for your soul.

God grant you all a very blessed Christmas and New Year, in Jesus’ Name.

Your co-worker for Christ,

Pastor Lofgren
Rev. Dr. Richard S. Lofgren, Pastor
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Huntington



Youth News and Events

LOCK OUT! - You've heard of a lock-in but this event is a lock-out! Friday, December 9th
% from 7 pm until 6 am on Saturday the youth are invited to join Praise Lutheran Church in
Fort Wayne. Activities include games, bowling, movie, playing at the YMCA, snacks, fun and
fellowship. Contact Shay Miller for more details or to sign up! Don’t miss out!

Christmas Program — The Children’s Christmas program is set for Sunday, December 18t. Please plan
on being here with your children and the Sundays prior so that they can practice and be prepared to
perform.

Shoveling Snow Event — The congregation is invited to shovel snow for the neighborhood of St Peters
when the snowy weather comes. Please bring a snow shovel from home if you have one
and outdoor winter clothing. This is a chance to share an act of love by shoveling the

)d walks and drives of our neighbors. We will return afterwards to church for hot chocolate
and snacks. Please sign up in advance so we can plan our route when the sign up becomes
available. Thank you!

30 Hour Famine - Junior High and High school students are invited to join the “30 Hour Famine” where
rﬂ they will fast for 30 hours while learning about fighting hunger worldwide. They will be
collecting donations for the event to give to World Vision. Every $30 they raise can feed and
— care for a child for a month. The event is set for February 24-25t, 2012.

\
L_J Save the date! — It isn’t for 2 more years but the National Youth Gathering will be July 1st-
5th 2013 in San Antonio, TX. The National Youth Gathering takes place every 4 years and includes
Lutheran Youth from across the nation! If you want to see more visit www.lecmsgathering.com

Adopt-a-Family Christmas
Want to be a blessing to a family in need this Christmas? Love INC is currently pairing community
members with families to provide them with gifts and a Christmas meal. Here’s how you can help:

o Adopt a family

e Donate new and gently used toys
e Donate money

¢ Volunteer

If you'd like to adopt a family please do so by December 2m, Contact our offices at 260-356-0933 and ask
about our Christmas Adopt-a-Family program!

Volunteers are needed on December 15, 16t and 17t to help us distribute gifts and food to families.
Help us spread Love In the Name of Christ this season!


http://www.lcmsgathering.com/

THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF JESUS

A Bible study By Rev. Donald G. Fischer

The apostles of Jesus were the foundation stones of His Church. In Revelation 21:14 we are told
that the twelve foundations of the wall of the New Jerusalem will have in them the names of the twelve
apostles. It is evident, therefore, that our Lord attaches great importance to these men. In the book of
Matthew we read in chapter 10:1-4 Jesus called his twelve disciples and gave them authority to force
evil spirits out of people and to cure every disease and sickness. These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first and foremost, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James
and his brother John, the sons of Zebedee; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James (son of Alphaeus), and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who
later betrayed Jesus.

This month we will study James, the son of Alphaeus , Thaddaeus (Jude), Simon the Zealot and
Judas Iscariot.

JAMES, THE SON OF ALPHAEUS

From the following Bible passages complete the below listed statements about what the Bible has
to say about James, the son of Alphaeus. (Acts 1:9-14, Mark 2:13-14)

After Jesus ascended into heaven, James with the other disciples went back to

.Here they joined the women and the of Jesus in
. During the life of Jesus, He called Levi (Matthew) who was by occupation a

Levi was also the son of . This means that Levi and James could be

HISTORY AND TRADITION: James, the son of Alphaeus, is the apostle about whom we know the
least. The New Testament tells us nothing but his name. Even tradition and legend are almost silent about
him. The only things that legend says about him are that he preached in Persia, and that he died a martyr
by crucifixion.

THADDAEUS (JUDE)

Jude was certainly one of the original Twelve as his name is listed in the Gospels. However, it is
not known when or on what occasion he became a disciple of Jesus. Nor can we be sure that the apostle
Jude is the author of the New Testament epistle that bears his name. When we reviewed the four listing in
the Scriptures of the Apostles, we noted that, in Luke's Gospel and Acts, Jude was listed as Jude or
Judas. But in Matthew and Mark he was called Thaddeus. The common thinking was that Matthew and



Mark chose to list him in this manner so that he would not be confused with the traitor Judas Iscariot. Jude
is only quoted in one passage of scripture which is John 14:22 "then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said,
"But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?"

HISTORY AND TRADITION: It is said that Jude went to preach the gospel in Edessa near the
Euphrates River. There he healed many and many believed in the name of the Master. Jude went from
there to preach the Gospel in other places. He was killed with arrows at Ararat. A western tradition
maintains that Jude preached the gospel in Mesopotamia, then joined the Apostle Simon in Persia, where
they evangelized together, made many converts, and finally were martyred. The chosen symbol for him is
a ship because he was a missionary thought to be a fisherman.

SIMON (THE ZEALOT)

From the following Bible passages, what does the Bible tell us about Simon? (Mat 10:4; Mar 3:18;
Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13)

Simon, the Zealot, one of the little-known followers called the Canaanites or Zealots, lived in
Galilee. The Zealots were fanatical Jewish Nationalists who had heroic disregard for the suffering involved
and the struggle for what they regarded as the purity of their faith. The Zealots were crazed with hatred for
the Romans. It was this hate for Rome that destroyed the city of Jerusalem. Josephus, a noted Jewish
historian, says the Zealots were reckless persons zealous in good practices and extravagant and reckless
in the worst actions.

From this background, we see that Simon was a fanatical Nationalist, a man devoted to the Law, a
man with bitter hatred for anyone who dared to compromise with Rome. Yet, Simon clearly emerged as a
man of faith. He abandoned all his hatred for the faith that he showed toward his Master and his love that
he was willing to share with the rest of the disciples and especially Matthew, the Roman tax collector.
Simon, the Zealot, the man who once would have killed in loyalty to Israel, became the man who saw that
God will have no forced service.

HISTORY AND TRADITION: Tradition says that Simon died as a martyr. His apostolic symbol is a
fish lying on a Bible, which indicates he was a former fisherman who became a fisher of men through
preaching,

JUDAS ISCARIOT

From the following Bible passages complete the below listed statements about what the Bible has
to say about Judas. (John 6: 66.71, John 12: 1-8, Luke 22: 1-6, Matt 26: 14-25, Matt 26:47-50, Matt
27:3-10.)

Judas last name was . He is identified as being the son of . Iscariot
means "a man from Kerioth" which was a place in Judea. Judas was the only non-Galilean among the
twelve Apostles that were chosen by Jesus. Judas is first described in a story about Jesus being anointed
in Bethany. Instead of being elated with the event, Judas about what was happening. Judas




believed that the oil should have been and the money should have been
But John states that this was not Judas' true intention. The true reason for Judas' complaint was that he

wanted to : John  describes Judas being the
for the disciples. He also describes Judas a being a . This is
verified by Luke’s Gospel which says that entered Judas.
Judas conspired with Jesus enemies to Jesus for the sum of
Judas betrayed Jesus in the garden of by approaching Jesus and
him. The next day Judas was for what he did. He went to the chief priest and the elders
and wanted to return . Following his discussion with them he went out and

Acts 1: 16-20 relates a somewhat different story then the above. What differences do you note
and how can they be
reconciled.

HISTORY AND TRADITION: Tradition says that Judas was a violent Jewish Nationalist who had
followed Jesus in hope that through Him his nationalistic flame and dreams might be realized. When
Judas determined that Jesus was not going to be a nationalistic leader, he decided to turn against him.

CONCLUSION

With this we conclude our study on the Apostles of Jesus. There might be many conclusions that a
person could draw from this study and even some unanswered questions but some of the more important
answers a person could draw from this study are: Jesus chose men from all walks of life to spread the
good news that “He came into this world to save all people from their sins.” The only condition was that
they “follow him and he would make them fishers of men.” The Apostles were sinners, even as we are,
and were subject to temptation and torment from Satan. Even though the Master himself was leading and
teaching, an Apostle chose to follow Satan. The Apostles were not spared from ridicule and harm that
often comes from being a follower of the Lord. The Apostles, led by the Holy Spirit, spread the gospel
across the then known world and from there it has spread to us today.

Thanks be to God for the Apostles! Thanks be to God for His written Word! Thanks be to God for
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! T Pastor Fischer



December Wedding Anniversaries

12/3 Charles & Mary Ellen Fuller
12/31 Don & Cynthia Morris

Happy Anniversary!
++++++++++++++ A+
December 80 Plus Birthdays

12/4 Ruth Guy
12/20 Charles Weicht

Happy Birthday!

Thank you to Bob & Kris McFarland
(Saturday) and John, Jennifer, & Jase Gunn
(Sunday) for being our greeters in November.

Our greeters for December are Ron &
Marcia Brown (Saturday) and Teresa
Pinkerton & Marta Caley (Sunday).

Memorials - An expression of love in
memory of the deceased.

Lois Grider-Organ fund

Date: Attendance: | Offering:
October 23 113 $2,970.07
October 30 115 $3,432.75
November 6 | 127 $6,134.50
November 13 | 119 $3,265.51
November 20 | 107 $2,727.66

December Baptismal Anniversaries

12/1 James Bowland
Edward Campbell Jr.
Brenda Guhl
Michelle Hacker
Shirley Kaiser

12/3 Nicole Brinneman
Jerri Hughes
Danielle Smith
Mickayla Smith

12/4 Linda Baker
Charles Cordill
Brenda Lintz
Quentin Lintz

12/5 Brian Eddie
Archie Lintz

12/8 Phyllis Collier
Stanley Rekeweg

12/9 Bruce Holtz

12/11 Damon Carew

12/12 Cheryl Canvin
Myra Turner

12/15 Susan Kellam

12/17 Brittany Baker

12/22 Lisa Mitchell
Ronald Canvin
Sara Wegmann

12/24 Alexandra Forth
Richard Sunderman

12725 Andrew Crider

12/27 Izayah Mason

12/28 Ross Cuttriss

12/28 Makenzie Cuttriss

12/29 Robert Bischoff
Keith Holtz

12/30 Jamie Cox




ACOLYTES AND COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

DECEMBER 2011
SAT DEC 3 5:00 PM RON BROWN COMMUNION ASSISTANT
HARLEY HENLINE IlI COMMUNION ASSISTANT
HARLEY HENLINE Il ACOLYTE
SUN DEC 4 8:30 AM JEFF DERR COMMUNION ASSISTANT
JEREMY MEYERCHICK COMMUNION ASSISTANT
JEREMY MEYERCHICK ACOLYTE
WED DEC 7 7:00 PM STEPHANIE MCELHANEY ACOLYTE
SAT DEC 10 8:30 AM ASHTON JONES ACOLYTE
SUN DEC 11 5:00 PM BRIANNA CRIDER ACOLYTE
WED DEC 14 7:00 PM QUENTIN LINTZ ACOLYTE
SAT DEC 17 5:00 PM TED MCELHANEY COMMUNION ASSISTANT
JUSTIN MILLER COMMUNION ASSISTANT
DYLAN MILLER ACOLYTE
SUN DEC 18 5:00 PM JIM HOCH COMMUNION ASSISTANT
HAROLD BENNETT COMMUNION ASSISTANT
THOMAS CRIDER ACOLYTE
WED DEC 21 7:00 PM ASHTON JONES ACOLYTE
SAT DEC 24 5:00 PM RON BROWN COMMUNION ASSISTANT
TED MCELHANEY COMMUNION ASSISTANT
QUENTIN LINTZ ACOLYTE
SUN DEC 25 8:30 AM DICK WINKELMAN COMMUNION ASSISTANT
LARRY BAADE COMMUNION ASSISTANT
THOMAS CRIDER ACOLYTE
SAT DEC 31 5:00 PM TED MCELHANEY COMMUNION ASSISTANT

QUENTIN LINTZ

COMMUNION ASSISTANT




NORMAN KOCHENSPARGER

ACOLYTE

December 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
12 Noon Bulletin 9-10:30 Children’s
Deadline Program Prac
6:30 pm Basketball 5 pm Holy
Communion
7 pm Alathea
Concert
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 am Holy 6:30 pm Scouts 11:00 am Jingle Bell | 9-12 Quilters 12 Noon Bulletin 7 pm-6 am H.S. 9-10:30 Children’s
Communion 7 pm Elders Jailhouse Lock-in 5:30 pm Choir Prac Deadline Lock out Program Prac
9:45 am Sunday 7 pm Women's 6:00 pm Advent 7:30 pm Basketball 5 pm Service of the
School/Bible Class Guild Dinner Word
11:00 am Brief 7:00 pm Advent
Service Service Il
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30 am Prayer & 6:30 pm Scouts 9 am BPLE 9-12 Quilters 12 Noon Bulletin 9-10:30 Children’s
Preaching 7 pm Church 11 am Quilter’s 12:30 pm Deadline Program Prac
9:45 am Sunday Council luncheon S.P.A.R.K.S. 8:30 pm Basketball 9:00 am Basketball
School/Bible Class 5:30 pm Choir Prac Tournament
11:00 am Brief 6:00 pm Advent 5 pm Holy
Service Dinner Communion
12:15 Congregation 7:00 pm Advent
Christmas Party Service Il
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30 am Holy 5:30 pm J>H> & 12:00 noon Noon Dorcas Circle 12 Noon Bulletin 5 pm Christmas Eve
Communion H.S. Shopping Messenger 5:30 pm Choir Prac Deadline - Service/Holy
9:45 am Sunday 6:30 pm Scouts Deadline 6:00 pm Advent Communion

School/Bible Class
11:00 am Brief
Service

7:00 pm Children’s
Christmas program

Dinner
7:00 pm Advent
Service IV




25

8:30 am Holy
Communion

9:45 am Sunday
School/Bible Class
11:00 am Brief
Service

26

27

28

29
12 Noon Bulletin
Deadline

30

31

5:00 New Year’s Eve
Service/Holy
Communion




